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Abstract University students’ ability to grasp abstract concepts and to hypothesize is diminishing. As a
result, university classes are making increasing use of visual aids. Classes in the field of structural safety are
particularly important, yet most students assume that “Structural Mechanics” concerns calculation, not ver-
ifying structural safety. One problem is that force and framework cannot be seen directly.

In 1996, classes in “Principles of Structural Design” began in the Department of Housing and Architecture
at Japan Women'’s University. These classes have engaged with ideas of motivational education; in this study,
the conduct of these classes is reported visually and experientially, and their effects evaluated.

Keywords : experiential education, motivational education, visual aids, housing, structural safety
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