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Survey of Social Consensus-Building on Seismic Safety of Buildings
—Relations between Level Choice and Disclosure of Information on Seismic Safety Levels—
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Abstract This paper tries to describe the present state of consensus-building on seismic safety level of
buildings in Japan. This study clarifies processes of consensus, focusing attention on two processes: mini-
mum level and optimum level. From a survey of newspaper articles, three important keywords are identified
as decision, disclosure of information and level choice. The results of this discussion are as follows:

Public opinion on seismic safety level has a growing effect on disclosure of information and accurate trans-
mission of information. However, it is considered that authorities have betrayed public trust, as evidenced
by the serious damage in the Great Kobe earthquake. Therefore, a new system is required with respect to
the choice of seismic performance level by users themselves, as well as for the communication of risk fac-
tors between users and designers.
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