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Achievement of an Effective Volunteer Network Using University Students
to Improve Regional Power for Disaster Mitigation

T H & 7+ B I F Ee N H F
Atsuko YOSHIMURA Takashige ISHIKAWA Noriko IMURA

Abstract This paper proposes a new concept for a disaster mitigation network utilizing university students
residing in the area considering daily community and discusses how students of Japan Women’s University could
perform rescue and fire fighting operations after a big earthquake. There is a high proportion of single elderly
people around our university. Interviews show that local neighborhood associations usually patrol the area, but
they require increased support for this activity. A survey of female students showed that 60% of them are at
university during weekday school hours, and many were willing to participate in rescue operations. Students may
perform operation in weekday school hours. However, many students are unfamiliar with the area. Thus, it is
necessary to coordinate with the volunteer center (tentative name) in dispatching students to disaster affected
areas.
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Network of cooperation of residents and university students in a disaster
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Table 1 Resident needs just after the Great

Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake
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Fig. 2 Population by three age groups
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Fig. 3 Proportion of single elderly people
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Table 2 Outline of interview
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Fig. 4 Attributes of respondents
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Fig. 5 Student numbers in university against time
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Fig. 6 Experience of volunteer work in the region
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Fig. 7 Interest in volunteer work in areas surrounding
the university
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Fig. 8 Willingness to participate in rescue operations
after a big earthquake
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Fig. 9 Willingness to participate in daily volunteer
and rescue operations after a big earthquake
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