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Role of Japan Women’s University in Improving Regional Action for Disaster Mitigation
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Abstract This paper proposes a new disaster mitigation network in which university students will participate,
taking into account their everyday activities in the area, and discusses the potential role of Japan Women’s
University students. Last year, we created an overall network plan, and researched the target region and
availability of university students. This year, we examined the ways for a network to be established based on last
year’s investigation result. This paper discusses safety and rescue operations by students after a big earthquake.
We discuss safety by simultaneously using the internet, telephones, postcards, and oral communication (on arrival
at school). For the rescue, we discuss a system in which a volunteer center (a tentative name) figures out where
there are collapsed houses and disaster victims. Then the volunteer center adjusts where it should send the
students preferentially and the number of students.
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Fig. 1 Target region
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Fig. 2 Network of cooperation of residents and university students in a disaster
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Table 1 Confirmation method of safety information
at university
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Fig. 3 Confirmation method of sending safety
information
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Fig. 4 Performing rescue operations
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Fig. 5 Attributes of respondents
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Fig. 6 Student numbers in university with time
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Fig. 7 Willingness to participate in rescue operations
after a big earthquake
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